
 
 

“Culture and Politics in Gambia - From Efforts to Stop Female 
Genital Mutilation (FGM) to the Current Political Turmoil” 

Isatou Jallow, LL.M. Candidate, 
Sustainable International Development Program, UW Law 

 Monday, February 13 

12:30pm to 1:30pm 

William H. Gates Hall Room 117 

All are welcome; no RSVP needed. 

Lunch will be served. 

We are honored to have Ms. Isatou Jallow share her story and how she got into FGM 
activism. Ms. Jallow will also address the current political situation in Gambia. 

Isatou Jallow was born and raised in Gambia, West Africa. She moved to Seattle in 2012 as an asylee. She has 
a degree in Law and Political Science from Universite Mohamed V in Morocco, where she lived for five years. 
Isatou is an advocate for women’s rights and advocates for the complete eradication of the practice of 
female genital mutilation (FGM). She was able to save her sister and cousin from FGM, and today FGM is no 
longer practiced in her family. Isatou works to convince immigrants living in the U.S. not to send their 
daughters home for FGM. Isatou has taken a position as a Commissioner on the City of Seattle’s Immigrant 
and Refugee Commission and has volunteered with several organizations. She is often invited to present 
about FGM and refugee access to health care. 
 
As an ancient cultural practice, FGM remains prevalent in some sub Saharan African countries and the Middle 
East. For example, 74.6% of women in Gambia alone have gone through FGM. In December 2015, the 
Gambian legislature committed to stopping this practice by passing a ban on FGM. However, law alone is not 
enough to eradicate this practice. Ms. Jallow argues that Gambia’s enforcement approach should emphasize 
education and sensitize people about why FGM must cease, including the long and short-term detrimental 
effects on the female body and emotional well-being. These efforts must also acknowledge the religious and 
cultural history of the practice. Further, she recommends that the legal system use incarceration and fines as 
last resort or a last step in the enforcement process.   

Accommodations for Disabilities - the University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable 
accommodation in its services, activities, programs, education and employment for individuals with disabilities.  To request accommodation, 
contact the Disability Services Office at:  206.543.6450/V, 206.543.6452/TTY, 206.685.7264/fax, or dso@uw.edu 
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