
 

Public Health Law and Policy Internship 

Winter/Spring 2014 

Public Health – Seattle & King County’s Assessment, Policy Development & Evaluation Unit is seeking a 
public health law and policy intern for spring, 2014, to serve as a student intern on a policy project 
related to marijuana legalization in Washington State.  This position will support creation of a policy 
surveillance system of local municipal and county ordinances that address marijuana legalization at the 
local level.  Through this project, the student will identify existing ordinances, learn about methods for 
and create a policy coding book with support of the team leads, and review and code ordinances for 
inclusion in Public Health – Seattle & King County’s new online policy surveillance system.  If time 
permits, the student may write a brief report analyzing the variation in local ordinances related to 
marijuana legalization in Washington state.  

The outcomes of the project will include availability of an easily and publicly accessible online policy 
query and mapping tool that demonstrates change over time, a replicable policy codebook for 
researchers in other states, and increased knowledge of policy makers regarding the variation in local 
ordinances pertinent to marijuana legalization. 

Public Health – Seattle & King County is interested in this analysis to demonstrate potential ‘clustering’ 
sites of marijuana businesses in particular neighborhoods, due to local regulation.  We are also 
interested to know how local ordinances may treat public health effects of the state’s newly legalized 
recreational marijuana system, as well as local variation in local medical marijuana ordinances. 

Background on the issue:  In 2012, voters in Washington and Colorado legalized possession and sales of 
recreational marijuana. Marijuana has been classified as a Schedule C banned substance under Federal 
law.  Arguments in favor of legalization included:  1) reduction in incarcerations for marijuana 
possession, 2) human and financial costs associated with the war on drugs, and its perceived failure, and 
3) disproportionate incarcerations for particular populations.  Medical marijuana is also legal in 
Washington (by voter initiative), and the legislature may change the current statute in 2014.  

The atmosphere surrounding marijuana legalization is dynamic.  A state Attorney General’s opinion has 
been requested on the preemptive effect of the state’s new recreational marijuana law related to local 
moratoria on siting of marijuana businesses.  State legislation is likely to be considered in 2014 on 
regulation of medical marijuana.  Due to the dynamic environment, this project will also allow the 
student to participate in related activities, such as development of legislative strategy, participation in 
the county’s inter-branch team on marijuana legalization, and local county implementation of zoning 
and permitting for new marijuana businesses. 

 



Qualifications 

• Excellent research and analysis capability 
• Understanding of local government law and procedure in the US or Washington state (prefer 

some coursework in this area) 
• Ability to work in dynamic environment, with potentially changing priorities 
• Self-directed, self-motivated learner with ability to synthesize research and information quickly 
• Some familiarity with public health field 
• Undergraduate or graduate work in public policy or local government, or experience, desirable 

Requirements for Application 

• Submission of resume, brief cover letter, and example of research/analysis project to Laura 
Hitchcock, JD, project lead to Laura.Hitchcock@KingCounty.gov before December 6, 2013. 

Details of Internship 

• Student will be expected to be on-site at least 3 hours per week, though space is available for 
the student to work onsite for all hours.   Training for one full day on-site will be expected at the 
outset of the internship. Much of the research can be conducted off-site through law library or 
online publicly available tools. 

• Student will be expected to participate in occasional advisory team and steering group 
meetings.  Attendance can be by phone. 

• Hours:  Hours are flexible.  We expect that this internship will require at least 8 hours per week, 
January– June, though this is negotiable.   More hours can be available if interest/feasible 
according to the student’s schedule.  Approximate total hours:  176 hours 

• This is an unpaid internship. 

Background on Public Health – Seattle & King County 
PHSKC is the 10th largest metropolitan health department in the United States in terms of population 
size served. The department’s mission is to identify and promote the conditions under which all people 
can live within healthy communities, achieve optimum health, and maximize the number of healthy 
years lived. Health is defined as a state of physical, mental and social well-being -- not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity. To this end, the agency leads, mobilizes and coordinates community 
partners to advance the health and well-being of the community. 
 
Programs and services of PHSKC are coordinated through five divisions:  Prevention, Emergency 
Medical Services, Community Health Services, Jail Health Services, and Environmental Health. 
In addition, the department includes cross-cutting programs that serve all the divisions in policy 
development, community partnerships, assessment and evaluation, and emergency preparedness. 
These cross-cutting programs are in the Office of the Director and include the Assessment, Policy 
Development & Evaluation Unit, where the internship is placed.  The Unit's primary work is assessment 
and evaluation of population-based data and interventions, integrating qualitative analysis, and policy 
development. We are a multidisciplinary group of epidemiologists, social research scientists, and policy 
specialists. We collaborate with community and other Public Health — Seattle & King County 
departments, using and developing state-of-the-art techniques for data collection and analysis. Our goal 
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is to provide leadership and technical assistance for population-level health assessment, data-driven 
program planning, program evaluation, and policy. 
 
PHSKC offers value through a broad range of programs designed to improve quality, increase access, and 
reduce the cost of health care (health provision); to keep our food, water, and air safe and to identify 
and protect us from new health threats (health protection); and to reduce deaths from common and 
preventable causes, such as tobacco, obesity, and injury (health promotion).  
 
Services are carried out in the community and through 40 sites, including 10 public health centers. The 
annual PHSKC budget of $361 million includes revenues from the following sources: federal (21%), state 
(13%), local sales tax (1%), dedicated local property tax (22%), County funds including general fund 
(17%), City of Seattle (5%) and other grants and fees including environmental health permits, local 
foundations and private grants (21%). 


