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 Federal “De-Escalation” of War on Drugs Follows King County’s Five Year Plan


 
U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder announced a new “Smart on Crime” policy shift for federal law
enforcement this week in the approach to illegal drug markets.  The AG said that his new approach is aimed
at undoing laws that maintain “a vicious cycle of poverty, criminality and incarceration” that “traps too many
Americans and weakens too many communities.” 
 
Federal prosecutors generally have not handled low level drug cases, and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for our
area accounts for only about 5% of all local prosecutions.  Nevertheless, Attorney General Holder should be
commended for recognizing something that King County has acknowledged for years --  we cannot arrest
and prosecute our way out of the social and criminal problems associated with low level drug markets.
 
The shift in King County began as leaders came to see more clearly that drug crimes are different than
other crimes.  People addicted to cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine and/or prescription drugs present
complex issues that are not solved through incarceration.  The costs of incarceration have been borne by all
of us, the public, the addict, and many families and community members who watched a loved one spiral out
of control through the grip of addiction and then lost that family member to prison.   
 
Here in King County we began the journey envisioned by Attorney General Holder almost 20 years ago,
when we started the nation’s 12th Drug Diversion Court – a court centered on treatment and a clean and
sober life – not on jail and prison. There are now over 2,000 drug courts nationwide.  The State of
Washington followed suit over ten years ago, when the State Legislature reduced sentences for drug
crimes, reversing the trend started in 1989 of very long prison sentences for drug sales, regardless of the
amount.  
 
In the past five years, the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office has continued our new approach to
drug enforcement, modeled on these principles.  Among our strategies are:
 


·         Treating simple felony drug possession cases as misdemeanors, eliminating the possibility of a
prison sentence, and the stigma of a felony record, for most people caught with drugs. 


·         Keeping Drug Court full by expanding eligibility standards.
·         Piloting the groundbreaking L.E.A.D. (Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion) program                      


            in the Belltown neighborhood of Seattle, which gives police the option of bypassing jail    
            and taking a person under arrest for drugs directly to a treatment & services program.    
            Our fellow L.E.A.D. partners include the Racial Disparity Project, the A.C.L.U., and      
            the Seattle Police Department among others).


·         Helping to design and open King County’s Crisis Solutions Center (CSC), a short term mental health
& drug dependency center designed to give police an alternative to booking drug addicts into jail. In
combination with the LEAD program, the CSC gives individuals a chance to stabilize and pull
themselves out of the cycle of addiction without incarceration. 


·         Utilizing alternatives to prison, such as the Residential Drug Offender Sentencing Option.
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Here are a few statistical consequences of the new policies:
 


1.    Washington state ranks 44th  in the nation in incarceration rate, meaning only six states use prison
less than we do; 


2.    The percentage of prison inmates serving sentences for drug crimes in Washington State has fallen
over the last 20 years from a high of 26% in 1993 to 8.7 % today;


3.    King County used to contribute one third of all felony drug convictions in the state.  Today the number
is 7%;


4.    The total number of felony drug convictions in King County has fallen from 2,015 in 2000 to just over
400 in 2012.


 
Drug addiction is a tragedy for the individual, his or her family, and the community they live in, and chemical
dependency is a problem as old as humankind.  The great incarceration experiment of the past decades as
a solution to community drug issues has run its course.  After twenty-five years the bill has come due for
prison costs, lost human potential, and disparate community impacts. 
 
Law enforcement, the courts and the community need to forge a new partnership to create a legal system
that can still play a role as an effective intervention point for access to treatment, and for changing behavior. 
We should not simply walk away from the tragedy of drug abuse, but long prison sentences, as the Attorney
General noted on Monday, are not the answer for individuals lost in the downward spiral of drug addiction.


 
 


The King County Jail – Rooms are Available
 
For the first time in decades, King County is experiencing a surplus in jail beds.  The construction of the
SCORE facility by a group of south county cities, and a decline in the number of people held in custody
while awaiting trial are two of the reasons why.
 
Who is in the King County Jail?  Between the Norm Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent and the
Downtown Seattle Jail, our jails currently average a population of 1,765 people each day.  Why are they
there?
 
Nearly 70% of the people held in jail are awaiting trial for serious felony crimes, with aggravated assaults,
robbery and property offenses accounting for about half of the total number.  About 71 people are being held
on murder charges.  Ten percent of the county jail inmates are awaiting trial on misdemeanor charges. 
People serving out sentences in jail for felony and misdemeanor convictions account for 11%, and state
probation violations account for about 7%
 
How long do they stay?
 
The overall average length of stay in the jail is a little less than 3 weeks.  That average reflects the high
volume of short stay bookings, because the average length of stay for people awaiting felony trials is much
longer:
 


·         Assault: 70 days
·         Robbery: 86 days
·         Sex offenses: 175 days
·         Homicide: 340 days


 
Today’s average daily jail population of 1,765 is well below historic averages.  In contrast, in 2000 there
were 2,942 inmates in jail on any given day, nearly 1,200 more than today.
 
A similar drop in the average population held in Juvenile Detention is ongoing.  This year King County is
averaging 56 juveniles in custody per day.  In the year 2,000 there was an average of 148 juveniles in
custody.   
 
Over the past decade, criminal justice leaders in King County have built more alternatives to secure
detention to ensure that people awaiting trial could be monitored in the community rather than sit in jail.  We
have also enjoyed a gradual decline in the crime rate during that time, which has eased the pressure on the
county jail.
 
 


The PAO’s Family Support Division







 
The PAO’s Family Support Division is a partner with the Division of Child Support (DCS) of the State
Department of Social and Health Services.  Most child support is collected by DCS through automatic wage
withholding and other administrative remedies.  When those remedies are not effective, DCS can refer a
case to the prosecutor to file contempt of court proceedings against the obligor parent to get the parent in
compliance with his or her child support obligation.  Since the start of the year, contempt of court actions in
King County in 2013 have resulted in over $1.3 million in child support being collected from parents who
have chronically failed to pay child support.  In addition to child support orders, the Family Support Division
also handles proceedings in Superior Court to establish paternity, enforce and modify existing support
orders, and appear in private dissolution and family law matters in which the state may have a financial
interest.  These services are provided in the Family Support Division offices in Seattle and Kent.  The Family
Support Division also continues to facilitate connecting obligor parents with resources in the community as a
means to promote personal accountability and family independence.  
 
 


Case Updates:
 
Sentencing in Bellevue DV Murder: State v. James Schumacher: James Schumacher was sentenced
recently to an exceptional sentence of 25 years in prison for the brutal murder of his wife Jean Schumacher
in their Bellevue home in March 2012.  The defendant used a hatchet to attack his wife while she was
sleeping, striking her repeatedly.  A jury convicted Schumacher in June of Murder Second Degree with a
Deadly Weapon.  The verdict included an aggravating factor that Schumacher had a history of domestic
violence against the victim.  Schumacher, 72, faced a standard range sentence of 12 to 20 years in prison. 
Prosecutors requested the 25-year sentence.  The case was handled by Senior DPA Adrienne McCoy and
DPA Stephanie Knightlinger.
 
Gang Member Convicted in Auburn Shooting: State v. Gustavo Gallegos:  A jury on Monday convicted
a 20-year-old Auburn man of two counts of Assault Second Degree with firearm enhancements for his
involvement in a shooting on July 3, 2010 in Auburn that injured two women and a man.  Gustavo Gallegos,
who was 17 at the time, was prosecuted as an adult.  The jury returned a guilty verdict against the defendant
on the assault charges in connection with the two women who were injured.  He was found not guilty on a
third charge of assault for the male victim.  Prior to trial, the defendant also pleaded guilty to a charge of
Unlawful Possession of a Firearm Second Degree.  Gallegos will face a sentence of 7 ½ years in prison
when he is sentenced in October.  A co-defendant, Gallegos's 15-year-old brother, was charged and
convicted of assault in Juvenile Court and will remain in custody until his 21st birthday.  The case was
prosecuted by DPAs Steve Herschkowitz and Wes Brenner and investigated by the Auburn Police
Department.  


Sentencing in Wrong-Way Collision on SR-520: State v. Michael Anthony Robertson: Michael Anthony
Robertson was sentenced last month to 10 years in prison for a collision on SR-520 that killed a woman who
was driving to work on April 4.  Robertson pleaded guilty in June as charged to Vehicular Homicide (DUI). 
The defendant was under the influence of alcohol and going the wrong way on SR-520 before colliding with
a car driven by Morgan Williams, 58.  Robertson, 25, also pleaded guilty to a prior DUI case from Tacoma. 
The sentence range was 6 ½ to 8 ½ years in prison, plus a 2-year sentencing enhancement for the Tacoma
DUI.  Last year, the state legislature approved a bill that doubled the standard range for vehicular homicide
(DUI), making it equal to a sentence for manslaughter first degree.  The case was handled by Senior DPA
Amy Freedheim.
 
 


PAO Team Participates in Refuse To Abuse 5K Run
 
The PAO’s Domestic Violence Unit joined many others in the Refuse to Abuse 5k Run/Walk in July hosted
by the Seattle Mariners at Safeco Field to benefit the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic
Violence.  The event raised awareness and over $75,000 to prevent domestic violence, more than three
times what was raised last year.  The PAO Domestic Violence Unit team, named “Pinch Running for
Victims,” led the way and garnered the top team fundraising prize!  Special thanks to DPAs Gabby Charlton,
David Martin, Dave Ryan, Ben Santos and Charles Sherer for all of their efforts in organizing the PAO team.
 
 


Annual Food Frenzy Drive at PAO Raises $11,600 for Food Lifeline
 
The PAO completed its annual two-week fundraising project in July called Food Frenzy, which raised
$11,600 for Food Lifeline, surpassing last year’s total by $900.  The money will provide 34,800 meals for







hungry children.  Food Frenzy is a “friendly” competition between law, accounting and engineering firms with
the goal of feeding children during the summer months when food bank shelves aren’t well stocked and
school lunch programs aren’t running.  The PAO has won the competition in the Public Sector category for
the past seven years and the $11,600 raised surpasses the PAO’s 2011 total of $10,500.  Employees
participate in many fundraising projects including cook & bake sales, a bowling and billiards event, a
spaghetti luncheon and carnival, raffles and Dress Down for a Cause.  One of our senior DPAs allowed his
head to be shaved to raise money for the event and staff at the Maleng Regional Justice Center had a
running with balloons competition over the lunch hour.
 


DPAs and staff participate in running with balloons event to raise money for Food Lifeline.
 
 


Community & Speaking Events
 
Dan Satterberg enjoys attending and speaking at community events.
 
Dan recently spoke at:
 


Juvenile Justice CLE
NDAA Real Estate Fraud Prevention Training
Bellevue Rotary
Regional Re-Entry Conference


 
If you would like to invite Dan or someone from the Prosecuting Attorney's Office to speak to your
organization, please email the office at this link Prosecuting Attorney.
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