
Applying for a Judicial Clerkship? Must-Read Information for 2Ls

If you are considering applying for a judicial clerkship, please read this 
message carefully as it contains information about upcoming deadlines, 
changes to the Federal Law Clerk Hiring Plan, and some general 
application procedures.
 
All Judicial Clerkships
 
Assembling a competitive clerkship application takes time and careful 
attention, and UW Law is committed to helping you in this process.  Below 
are some initial steps for you to take:
 
•Fill out the Clerkship Interest Form online.  If you have already filled it 

out, make sure it is complete and up-to-date, and upload the latest 
version of your transcript and resume.  Completing a Clerkship Interest 
Form is important because it creates an account for you in the UW Law 
Clerkship Database and adds you to the email distribution list for 
announcements about open positions, application deadlines, and other 
clerkship-related information.
 
•Contact Esther Park at ejp@uw.edu to schedule an advising meeting with 

someone from our team of faculty advisors and career coaches.  Please let 
us know right away if you are interested in a federal clerkship or an 
appellate court clerkship in Oregon or Washington states as timelines for 
these applications are quite early.
 
•Read the Judicial Clerkship Manual.  It has detailed information about 

various types of clerkships available and aspects of the application 
process. In particular, please read the introductory sections of the Judicial 
Clerkship Manual and complete the self-assessment on pp. 13-14 before 
meeting with your career coach or faculty advisor.
 
•Consider how a clerkship fits into your overall career goals and with your 

geographical and court preferences.  Working with your career coach or 
faculty advisor, select and apply for clerkships that fit your goals. 
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•At this stage in the process, it is especially important for you to start 
developing an effective writing sample (see Judicial Clerkship Manual, 
pp. 25-28).  You also need to start writing a basic all-purpose cover letter 
that you can tailor to individual courts or judges when needed (see 
Judicial Clerkship Manual, pp. 20-24).
 
•Preliminarily decide on your best faculty recommenders, begin reaching 

out to them, and enter them in the LOR Tracker on the UW Law Clerkship 
page.  To identify strong recommenders, think about faculty members 
who know you the best. For example, you might have had two classes 
with a particular faculty member; or you might have had one class and 
served as a Research Assistant. You may also want to consider whether 
the faculty member served as a judicial law clerk. (See Judicial Clerkship 
Manual pp. 15-16).
 
•Ideally, when you ask recommenders to write letters for you, you should 

provide them with a complete copy of your application materials and the 
list of judges to whom you are applying.  As the season progresses, be 
sure to update your faculty recommenders on which judges you are 
applying to before you request letters to be sent. Please make sure you 
allow sufficient time (generally, at least two weeks) for faculty to write 
letters of recommendation.  Please also make sure to update the LOR 
Tracker, as necessary.
 
•Attend all available information sessions.  These sessions have valuable 

information, and were planned to correspond to steps in the application 
process.  Note that there are Information Sessions on February 14 
(Developing a Clerkship Strategy) and February 21 (Clerkship Cover 
Letters, Resumes and Writing Samples).  Also, look for announcements 
about additional clerkship-related events.
 
State Judicial Clerkships
 
Recruitment for state judicial clerkships varies widely, so we strongly 
recommend that you start researching state courts you are interested in and 
assemble a list of deadlines early.  As a starting point, you can look at 
Vermont Law School’s 2012-2013 Guide to State Judicial Clerkship 
Procedures, which is available as a pdf on UW Law’s website here.
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Oregon Supreme Court, Oregon Court of Appeals, Oregon Tax Court
Oregon has a centralized recruitment process for the Supreme Court, Court 
of Appeals, and Tax Court.  Applications must be submitted through the 
State of Oregon E-Recruit System and the deadline to apply for clerkships 
starting in 2014 is April 15, 2013.  Detailed information is available here.
 
Washington Supreme Court, Washington Court of Appeals

Washington courts do not have a coordinated application process.  Judges 
generally consider applications on a rolling basis without an official start or 
end date.  In the past, some Justices on the Washington Supreme Court and 
judges on the Washington Court of Appeals have hired as early as the 
Spring, while others have waited until Fall. UW Law is working with the 
courts to coordinate clerkship recruitment, and details will be announced 
as more information becomes available. If you wish to participate in this 
application process, you should plan to have all your materials together by 
early-Spring.
 
Alaska Supreme Court, Alaska Court of Appeals, Alaska Superior and 
District Court

The Alaska Supreme Court usually interviews as part of OCI in the Fall, 
and applications will be probably be due during the Summer.  The Alaska 
Court System also has a centralized clerkship recruitment process, and it is 
possible to apply directly to the courts. In the past, the Court of Appeals 
and the trial courts have hired from late in the Summer until late in the 
Fall.  Additional information about the Alaska Court System’s hiring 
process is available here.
 
Federal Judicial Clerkships
 
The Federal Law Clerk Hiring Plan (Hiring Plan) provides guidelines 
regarding the hiring of second-year law school applicants.  Plan 
participation by judges and law schools is voluntary.  The 2013 Hiring Plan 
dates are as follows:
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•Monday, August 19: First date and time when judges may receive 
applications from Class of 2014 applicants

•Tuesday, September 3: First date and time when judges may contact 
Class of 2014 applicants to schedule interviews

•Monday, September 9: First date and time when judges may interview 
and make offers
 
As noted above, participation in the Hiring Plan is voluntary for judges, 
and some judges do not follow it.  For example, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit has already announced that its judges will not 
follow the Hiring Plan this year.  And we are learning of others, like Judge 
Diane Wood of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, who are 
actively soliciting applications from Class of 2014 applicants before the 
Hiring Plan dates.
 
Therefore, if you are interested in a federal clerkship, we recommend that 
you create an account in the federal online clerkship application system, 
OSCAR, ASAP, and begin informing yourself about judges who are not 
following the Hiring Plan.  While OSCAR will only release 2L applications 
according to the Hiring Plan, 2Ls may still view information that judges 
post on OSCAR.
 
Application Timeline

Timing clerkship applications can be tricky. Generally, students need to 
pursue multiple options simultaneously and let the hiring process work 
itself out.  We will work with you to develop an individualized strategy 
about which clerkships to apply for and in which order.  Remember that if 
you are offered a clerkship interview you generally need to attend it.  And 
if you are offered a clerkship position, you must accept it.  So, make sure to 
think through your strategy carefully and be ready to go where you 
“match.”
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